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Rural fire station
staffing at risk
in budget cuts

Residents, 2 council members
want to keep firefighters there

BY LUKE STANGEL
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

As Palo Alto finalizes its bud-
get for the coming year, two
council members and a group of
residents living in rural Palo Alto
will try to convince the city to
staff a emall fire ctation at
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At a glance

What: Palo Alto City Council
meeting.

When: Monday at 7 p.m.
Where: Council Chambers, 250

Hamilton Ave.
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rules at Sudoku tournaments

BY LUKE STANGEL
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

There’s no secret to how Juliana
Walton solves Sudoku puzzles. The
13-year-old math whiz from Los
Altos gets a fresh puzzle, takes one
look at it and the numbers start pop-
ping out. Fast.

Fast enough to beat a field of 50
adult Sudoku fanatics at a recent
competition at the Exploratorium in
San Francisco, including a man who
writes Scrabble puzzles for a living.

“It comes naturally to me,” Walton
said in an interview Saturday. T real-
ly don’t understand how it doesn’t
come naturally to other people.”

Sudoku, if you haven’t heard of it
already, is a Japanese numbers puzzle
with 81 squares — nine squares
across and nine squares down. The 81
squares are further broken into six
smaller 3x3 boxes.

The object of the puzzle is to place

numbers one through nine in each
herizontal row, numbers one through
nine in each vertical column and

numbers one through nine in each
smaller, 3x3 box. No duplicates
allowed.

Anywhere from 20 to 30 numbers
are provided to you when you start,
and you then fill in the remaining
blank squares. Confused yet?

Walton has been finishing 20 to 30
Sudoku puzzles a day since August,
when her algebra teacher, Marcia
Chron, first introduced her to it.

“Well, I didn’t really understand
what they were saying at first, but
once I understood what I had to do, I
got it right away and found it really
easy,” Walton said.

In the last year, she’s devoured
Sudoku puzzle after Sudoku puzzle,
finishing 52 Mensa-level puzzles in
10 hours one day.

Walton has exceptional spatial
skills — the ability to look at frag-
menv:d pieces of information and

See SUDOKU, page 10

her age at Math Edge, a
ess competition training
ocations in Cupertino and

She wanted to try again, so-her par-
ents signed her up for a second Sudoku

tournament at the Exploratorium in San

other students
math and ch
center with 1

Fremont.

Francisco. In three rounds of competi-
tion last weekend — against dozens of

, Iriangle-

-based puzzle written by  tol

This included the seventh and final
a worldwide Sudoku champion. There

puzzle, a three-dimensional
to the last square only to find she had

shaped Sudoku
were no instructions, and Walton came

finished each puzzle faster and more
accurately than anyone in the room.

adults whom she called “at least one or
two decades older than me” — Walton

Walton is the eldest of four and said
her 3-year-old sister is getting good at
Sudoku for kids, placing “Dora the
Explorer” stickers in the boxes instead

of numbers.

See SUDOKU, page 10
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From page 1
‘Walton entered her first Sudoku tour-
nament in late May, beating a dozen

parents were introduced to their daugh-

ter’s spatial skills when she was an
infant and gravitated toward puzzle
pieces, putting them together before she

could speak.

form them correctly in her head. Her
Younger sister getting started

The object of the puzzle is to place nine in each vertical column and



